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MICHIGAN GRAY WOLF RECOVERY TEAM 



Gray wolves have increased in number in the Upper Peninsula in recent years through natural 
immigration and reproduction. Several agencies and groups have mandates and interests in wolf 
management and protection. The need for a unified and coordinated wolf recovery and 
management effort was recognized. To this end, former Department of Natural Resources 
Director Roland Harmes appointed an interagency recovery team with the assignment to develop 
a gray wolf recovery and management plan through public and agency involvement. 
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SUMMARY 

Gray wolves have increased in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan due to natural immigration from 
Wisconsin, Ontario, and Minnesota and through production of pups in Michigan. The 1996-97 
winter population was estimated at 112 wolves in at least 20 packs distributed across the Upper 
Peninsula, and 24 wolves in three packs on Isle Royale. 

The main factors affecting long-term survival and management of wolves in Michigan are the 
abundance and distribution of wild prey species, the level of human-caused wolf mortality, and the 
ability of wolves to move between areas of suitable wolf habitat. 

The plan is designed to involve natural resource management agencies and Michigan residents in 
restoring and managing wolves through a cooperative approach. Fifteen public forums held by 
the Recovery Team found that over 90 percent of the attendees supported wolf restoration in 
Michigan. 

The Plan summarizes wolf biology, history, status and distribution. It includes sections on public 
attitudes, goals, education, monitoring, wolf habitat, prey relationships, diseases, protection, 
depredation, and research. 

Wolf Population Goals 

The wolf restoration goals are presented at three levels. No wolf Introductions are recommended 
or needed. 

The federal recovery plat) goal will be achieved when there is a combined population of 100 
wolves in Michigan and Wisconsin for a period of five consecutive years. At this level the wolf will 
be recommended for removal from endangered status on the Federal Endangered and 
Threatened Species List and changed from endangered to threatened status on the Michigan 
Endangered Species List. When wolves are downlisted from endangered states, lethal wolf 
control may be allowed in some localized areas in special circumstances, such as repeated 
livestock depredations. When a minimum sustainable population is achieved in the Upper 
Peninsula for a period of five consecutive years, the wolf can then be removed from the Michigan 
Endangered Species List. 

Fully occupied range cannot be quantified now but is defined as the upper limit of wolf numbers 
that is compatible with human land use practices and human tolerance. Wolf numbers and 
human attitudes need to be closely monitored as the wolf population increases to determine this 
cultural carrying capacity. When this level is determined and attained, it may be necessary to 
stabilize the wolf population. 
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Recovery and management strategy 

1. Public support is vital for the long-term survival of wolves in Michigan. Information and 
education efforts designed to exchange information with Michigan residents are essential and 
need to receive a high priority. 

2. Wolf population monitoring is needed to measure progress toward restoration, to determine 
limiting factors, and to direct management at all wolf population levels. 

3. Adequate wolf habitat now exists in the Upper Peninsula to meet the population goals. 
However, the survival of wolves and other species with large home ranges is best assured by 
maintaining some large tracts of land with relatively low human densities and accessibility. 
Future land management will require careful planning at the landscape level to maintain 
sufficient quantity and proper distribution of suitable wolf habitat. 

4. Large area closures or extensive road closures solely for wolf protection are not needed. 
Some restrictions on land use are recommended around wolf home sites (dens and pup 
rendezvous sites) to protect pups. Year-around protection is recommended within a 5 chain 
(100 m) radius of home sites. Seasonal protection is recommended within a 5-40 chain (100- 
800 m) radius of home sites from March 1 to July 31 . 

5. Wolves are expected to have a negligible effect on prey species. Some reduction in deer 
numbers is possible in local areas where declining deer habitat is coupled with severe winters. 
Existing deer management programs and commercial timber cutting will provide adequate 
populations of prey species for wolves and still provide adequate deer numbers for hunters 
and viewers. 

6. Wolf protection will be achieved through coordinated law enforcement and by working 
cooperatively with tribal leaders, landowners, hunters, trappers, and livestock farmers to 
ensure wolf protection. 

7. Wolf depredation on livestock will be minimized by providing assistance in developing 
preventive measures and ameliorated by seeking to provide compensation through private 
funding sources for livestock losses caused by wolves. Wolves that are likely to cause 
repeated depredations will be trapped and relocated, or lethally controlled when the federal 
recovery plan goal has been attained. 

8. Research on Michigan wolves should be directed toward coordinated Great Lakes regional 
efforts and problems of concern in Michigan. 

9. A wolf steering committee should be appointed by the DNR to direct the annual and long-term 
aspects of the Plan. 

10. The Plan should be reviewed in five years, or at the time federal reclassification is proposed. 
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